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Installing Vinyl Stair Treads

Stair Tread Parts

Nosing — the rounded, protruding edge of the tread that overhangs the riser below; the part you step
on.

Back Piece — the rear part of the tread that locks into the nosing.
Lock — a tongue-and-groove system that connects the nosing and back piece for a secure fit.

Adhesive Tape — pre-applied to the underside of both the nosing and back piece; bonds the new
tread to the existing stair.

Preparing Your Staircase
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Clear the way — remove any existing carpet, flooring, or coverings from stairs and risers; scrape
away leftover adhesive, tape, glue, or debris; vacuum and wipe down all surfaces.

Achieve a smooth surface — fill cracks, holes, or gaps with wood filler or patching compound and let
it dry; sand down bumps and uneven areas; vacuum away sanding dust. A clean, smooth, level
surface is essential for proper adhesion.

Installation Overview

Start from the bottom and work upward for stability.

Riser, then tread — secure the riser against the vertical face of the step with construction adhesive,
then position the tread so the underside of its nosing fits snugly into the top of the riser.

Repeat the riser-then-tread pattern to the top of the staircase.

Measure precisely — use a stair jig or template to mark each tread, and cut carefully along the
marked lines.

Test-fit the nosing and back piece before applying adhesive; adjust as needed, then clean the
surface.

Step-by-Step Installation
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Install the riser — place it against the vertical face of the step, flush against the top of the tread
below, and secure with construction adhesive. (Skip if using the existing riser.)

Install the nosing — after cutting to measurement, peel the wax paper from the adhesive backing,
align the nosing with the tread edge (inside edge flush against the existing nosing), and avoid pressing
down until placement is correct.
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Secure the nosing — press firmly along the entire length and use a roller for even pressure.

Install the back piece — after cutting, peel the wax paper, align its lock with the nosing lock at a
45-degree angle, insert, and gently lower onto the tread.

Double-check the lock — make sure it is fully engaged (it should click or snap into place) before
pressing down.

Secure the back piece — press firmly along the length and roll for a strong bond.

Move to the next step — repeat for each riser and tread to the top of the staircase.

Safety & Tips

Wear safety glasses and gloves during removal and installation.
Measure twice, cut once — careful measurement and placement give a professional finish.
Refer to the flooring manufacturer's instructions for any product-specific guidance.

Use the right tools: saw, hammer, level, roller, and measuring tape.
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